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From:  DIGNAN,  LILIA 

Sent:  Tue  8/1 8/2015  4:22:04  PM 

Subject:  FW:  News  Clips  for  August  1 5-1 7,  201 5 

Editorial:  Spill  into  river  shows  EPA  still 
has  vital  role 


By  Las  Cruces  Sun-News 

Posted:  08/17/15,  12:04  AM  PDT  | Updated:  1 day  ago 

0 Comments 


It's  outrageous  that  crews  working  for  the  federal  Environmental  Protection  Agency 
carelessly  unleashed  3 million  gallons  of  toxic  sludge  from  an  abandoned  mine  last 
week  in  Colorado. 

EPA  officials,  led  by  Administrator  Gina  McCarthy,  must  keep  their  promises  to 
effectively  repair  the  damage  done  by  the  hazardous  spill  and  to  fairly  compensate 
landowners  and  others  affected  by  it. 

But  seen  in  a broader  light  - and  despite  what  hard-core  EPA  critics  claim  - this  horrific 
accident  should  help  drive  home  the  point  that  the  agency  is  needed  more  than  ever. 

Potential  environmental  disasters  abound  in  this  country,  including  from  underground  oil- 
carrying pipelines  and  coal-fired  power  plants.  The  nation  also  is  dealing  with  thousands 
of  Superfund  sites,  hazardous  waste  dumping  grounds  often  created  by  irresponsible 
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private  companies. 

As  history  shows,  too  many  businesses  will  cut  corners  to  make  an  extra  buck.  They  are 
willing  to  cavalierly  take  great  risks  that  ultimately  damage  the  environment. 

The  Colorado  spill  is  extremely  unusual.  In  far  more  cases,  scrutiny  and  even  pressure 
by  the  EPA  to  follow  the  law  have  reduced  the  release  of  harmful  pollutants  that  spoil 
the  air  that  Americans  breathe  and  the  water  they  drink. 

It's  also  a good  idea  to  look  askance  at  claims  by  politicians  - such  as  those  made  in 
recent  days  by  U.S.  Reps.  Lynn  Jenkins  and  Kevin  Yoder  of  Kansas  - that  one  of  this 
nation's  main  economic  problems  is  the  number  of  federal  rules  put  in  place  by  big,  bad 
Washington,  D.C. 

While  this  might  be  a great  applause  line,  the  effective  counterpoint  is  that  federal  - as 
well  as  state  and  local  - regulations  often  are  put  in  place  for  very  good  reasons.  When 
it  comes  to  the  environment,  those  rules  have  saved  lives  and  reduced  health  care  bills 
for  millions  of  people. 

Without  federal  regulations  that  eliminated  lead  in  gasoline  and  clamped  down  on 
vehicle  emissions,  Americans  in  some  large  cities  today  would  be  choking  on  Beijing- 
like  air,  not  enjoying  some  of  the  cleanest  air  in  generations.  Indeed,  the  U.S.  economy 
has  grown  over  the  last  few  decades  even  while  the  EPA  "rulebook"  has  grown  thicker. 

The  Colorado  accident  should  force  Americans  to  confront  the  fact  that  mining-related 
disasters  could  occur  elsewhere.  Some  mining  companies  have  disappeared,  leaving 
behind  thousands  of  polluted  sites  for  someone  else  to  deal  with. 

By  Thursday,  the  EPA  contended  that  the  water  quality  in  the  Animas  River  near 
Silverton,  Colo.,  had  dramatically  improved.  But  that's  partly  because  the  toxic  sludge 
has  drifted  down  into  the  riverbed.  The  EPA's  cleanup  plans  for  the  heavy  metals  left 
behind  are  still  being  devised,  and  officials  concede  it  could  take  years  to  safely  remove 
them.  The  costs  likely  will  be  staggering,  yet  another  good  argument  for  effective 
environmental  rules. 

The  EPA  must  be  allowed  to  carry  out  its  extremely  important  role  in  cleaning  up 
pollutants  while  ensuring  that  strong  regulations  are  in  place  to  prevent  future  problems. 

2015  The  Kansas  City  Star  (Kansas  City,  Mo.) 
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Editorial:  Spill  into  river  shows  EPA  still 
has  vital  role 

08/17/2015 

Daily  Breeze  Online  CA 

Alaska's  quest  to  power  remote  villages 
could  spread  clean  energy  worldwide 

08/16/2015 

Merced  Sun  Star 
Online 

CA 

As  seas  rise,  saltwater  plants  offer  hope 
farms  will  survive 

08/16/2015 

Associated  Press 
Online 

NY 

7 Calif.  Cap  and  trade  funds  manure  fuel 

08/16/2015 

San  Francisco 
Chronicle 

CA 

Diesel  drivers,  meet  HPR:  Low-carbon  fuel08/16/2015 
arrives  in  Orange  County 

Orange  County 
Register  Online 

CA 

7 EPA's  stringent  smog  rules  could 
suffocate  economic  opportunity 

08/16/2015 

Sacramento  Bee 
Online,  The 

CA 

Our  View:  Arizona  well-positioned  on 
Clean  Power  Plan 

08/16/2015 

Arizona  Daily  Sun 
Online 
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A tractor  that's  good  for  farmers, 
environment 

EDITORIAL:  New  federal  ozone  standard  a 08/1 5/201 5 
costly,  arbitrary  overreach 


08/15/2015  Los  Angeles  Times  CA 


Las  Vegas  Review-  NV 
Journal  Online 
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Most  Californians  link  climate  change,  08/15/2015 
drought;  split  is  partisan 


San  Francisco  CA 
Chronicle  Online 


SB350  would  cripple  California's  economy08/15/2015 


Orange  County  CA 
Reporter 

Daily  Breeze  Online  CA 


Torrance  leaders  question  ExxonMobil's  08/15/2015 
credibility  on  safety  in  wake  of  state 
accusations 

Critics  use  mine  spill  to  attack  US  08/14/2015  Associated  Press  NY 


Dan  Morain:  Can  California  turn  the  West  08/14/2015 
green? 

Fresno  Bee,  The 

CA 

i Testing  near  Vernon  battery  plant  may  08/14/2015 

San  Gabriel  Valley 

CA 

M 

expand  to  10,000  homes 

Tribune  Online 
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3$  San  Joaquin  Valley  actually  had  best  July  08/14/2015 
air  quality  ever 

Fresno  Bee  Online 

CA 
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What  should  Arizona  learn  from  the  mine  08/16/2015 
spill  in  Colorado? 

£3  Banning  faces  big  bill  to  clean  wells  08/15/2015 

3/  Fear,  distrust  rampant  a year  after  08/15/2015 

Mexican  mine  spill 

Toxic  Wastewaster  Spill  In  Colorado  08/15/2015 
Highlights  Problem  Of  Abandoned  Mines  | 

KQED 

'„3  Abandoned  mines  leave  foul  legacy  08/14/2015 
across  West  - SFGate 


AZCentral.com  AZ  [=J 


Press-Enterprise,  CA 
The 

Arizona  Daily  Star  AZ 
Online 

KQED-FM  Online  CA 


San  Francisco  CA 
Chronicle  Online 
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n 


© 


U Colorado  spill  a blip  in  legacy  of  leaking  08/14/2015 
abandoned  mines 


3?  Small  Colorado  town  contends  with 
effects  of  Animas  River  spill 


08/14/2015 


U.S.  looks  at  long-term  solution  to  mining  08/14/2015 
pollution 

/ Washing  away  the  myth  of  mine  safety  08/14/2015 


Associated  Press  NY 
Online 

Merced  Sun  Star  CA 
Online 

Visalia  Times-Delta  CA 
Online 

Sacramento  Bee  CA 
Online,  The 
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What  grows  after  natural  disasters?  U.S. 
plants  new  idea  to  restore  landscapes 


08/17/2015 


Los  Angeles  Times  CA 
Online 


7 Get  ready  for  the  new  normal:  dry  and 
drier 

7 Drought  could  force  real  change  among 
city,  state  leaders 

7 New  solar  project  to  power  Nellis  AFB 


08/16/2015 

Los  Angeles  Times 

CA  IS 

Online 
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08/15/2015 

Los  Angeles  Times 

CA  8 

Online 
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08/15/2015 

KLAS-TV  Online 

NV  S 
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7 Climate  change  hits  the  oyster  industry  08/14/2015  San  Francisco 

Chronicle 

7 Fiorina,  Cruz  and  Walker  respond  to  Jerry  08/14/2015  Sacramento  Bee, 
Brown  on  climate  change  The 


Energy  Issues  (2) 

How  to  achieve  a zero  net  energy  building  08/16/2015  San  Diego  Daily  CA 

Transcript  Online 


Hawaii's  100%  renewable  energy  goal  has  08/14/2015 
teeth,  state  exec  says 


Pacific  Business 
News  Online 


HI 
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Enforcement  (2) 

State  moves  toward  tighter  regulation  of  08/16/2015  Daily  News  Online  CA 
oil  refinery  safety  procedures 
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Editorial:  Ridiculous  fine  in  Torrance 


08/15/2015  Opinion  Online  CA  £ 
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Research  and  Development  (7) 

California  drought:  'Emergency  situation'  08/16/2015 
for  state's  trees 


Monterey  County  CA 
Herald  Online 


More  than  10,000  acres  in  Sierra  Nevada  08/16/2015 
protected  in  deal  that  aims  to  boost  water 
supply,  reduce  fires 

7 To  save  bees,  some  states  sting  pesticide  08/15/2015  AZCentral.com 
use 


Marin  Independent  CA 
Journal  Online 


AZ 


7 $250,000  Tahoe  Keys  weed  management  08/14/2015 
plan  includes  herbicides 

77  Citrus  crops  get  wasp  defense  08/14/2015 

7 Drilling  for  earthquakes  08/14/2015 


Tahoe  Daily  TribuneCA 
Online 

Los  Angeles  Times  CA 

Monterey  County  CA 
Herald  Online 


7 El  Nino  keeps  growing,  but  no  guarantee  08/14/2015 
California  drought  will  end 


Contra  Costa  Times  CA 
Online 
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Toxics  (2) 

California  drought:  State  water 
department  offers  rebates  on  toilet  and 
turf  replacement 

V Capitola  OKs  $111,000  remediation  for 
McGregor  Park 


08/17/2015  San  Jose  Mercury  CA 
News  Online 

08/14/2015  Santa  Cruz  Sentinel  CA 
Online 
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Lead  contamination  found  at  up  to  10,000  08/14/2015  Los  Angeles  Times  CA 
southeast  L.A.  County  homes  Online 


Water  (13) 

tf  Erosion  project  may  speed  up  as  Lake  08/16/2015 
Mead  sinks 

County,  nonprofit  work  to  help  08/15/2015 

communities  with  failed  wells 

Irvine  opened  new  frontier  in  water  08/15/2015 

recycling 

San  Juan  County  wildlife,  fish  showing  no  08/15/2015 
signs  of  metal  poisoning 


Think  the  L.A.  River  is  a useless  eyesore?  08/15/2015  Los  Angeles  Times  CA 
Not  everyone  does.  Online 


■ ,:J  Utah,  New  Mexico  clear  San  Juan  River  for08/15/2015 
drinking  water 

Associated  Press 

NY 

Ventura  company  making  wastewater 
drinkable 

08/15/2015 

KABC-TV  Online 

CA 

OS'  Groundwater  pumping  leads  to  that 
sinking  feeling  in  Phoenix 

08/14/2015 

Arizona  Daily  Sun 
Online 

AZ 

2/  Officials:  Colorado  mine  spill  hasn't 
affected  Lake  Powell 

08/14/2015 

AZCentral.com 

AZ 

j The  Latest:  EPA  says  no  risk  from 
Colorado  river  sediments 

08/14/2015 

Associated  Press 
Online 

NY 

J The  Latest:  New  Mexico  lifts  ban  on  well 
water  after  spill 

08/14/2015 

Associated  Press 
Online 

NY 

* The  Latest:  Truckloads  of  water  headed  to08/14/2015 
Navajo  Nation 

Lahaina  News  - 
Online 

HI 

/ Time  for  next  turnaround  on  San  Joaquin 
River 

08/14/2015 

Fresno  Bee,  The 

CA 

Other  (9) 

, Western  wildfires:  Wind,  heat,  dry  land 

08/16/2015 

Associated  Press 

NY 

fueling  large  blazes 


Las  Vegas  Review-  NV 
Journal  Online 

Visalia  Times-Delta  CA 
Online 

Orange  County  CA 
Reporter 

Daily  Breeze  Online  CA 


1 Guam  flooding  cleared  following  Tropical 
Storm  Goni 

Palo  Verde  Valley  farmers  and  MWD  find 
fallowing  deal  a win-win,  so  far 


08/15/2015  Associated  Press  NY 
08/15/2015 


/ The  next  drought:  Water  officials  endorse  08/15/2015 
a ‘less  is  more'  strategy  for  the  future 

7 Animas  River  reopens  for  recreation  after  08/14/2015 
toxic  spill 


Los  Angeles  Times  CA 
Online 

Los  Angeles  Times  CA 
Online 

Las  Vegas  Review-  NV 
Journal  Online 


' Exide:  hasta  10,000  casas  contaminadas 
en  Los  Angeles 

REGION:  Recycled  water  catching  on 


08/14/2015  Opinion  Online  CA 


08/14/2015 


2/  Sierra  Nevada  parcel  will  test  ways  to  08/14/2015 
reduce  mega  fires  and  increase  snowpack 


Press-Enterprise  CA 
Online 

Los  Angeles  Times  CA 
Online 


Q | f Think  EPA  spill  is  bad?  Then  oppose  this  08/14/2015  AZCentral.com 
Arizona  mine 


AZ 
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